[Plain abdominal x-rays for the sake of the doctor].
Scientific research has demonstrated that the diagnostic accuracy of plain abdominal x-rays is lower than that of other imaging modalities such as CT or ultrasonography in patients with acute abdominal pain. Nevertheless, plain x-rays are continually being used in daily practice. There are several comparable examples in which the implementation of new evidence into clinical practice seems problematic. Apparently other factors such as the experience of the doctor and psychological processes make it difficult to translate clear scientific evidence into daily practice.